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We took part in America study trip for six days an four nights from the 13tk to the 18th
December 2015. It was the first visit to a foreign country for almost all members. Our

study trip was very fulfilling.

On the first day, we went to Yosemite national
park. This park is famous for its magnificent
topography. But, we could hardly see them due to
bad weather. So, we gave up and collected some
bottles of water to examine the water quality. That
night, we could enjoy our first dinner in America
at the hotel that is near the park.

On the second day, it was clear, and the whole
place was covered with snow. Wherever we took pictures it looked as if they were
beautiful postcards. We met Ms. Kira, a ranger in the park, and she explained about
topography of Yosemite and its history to us. Next, we went to meadow, and saw Half
Dome, rock. This was very large and powerful. Ms. Kira also explained about giant
sequoia. Even through it is 160 years old; it is only a baby tree because giant sequoia
lives along time life. So when we see giant sequoia’s

tree ring, we can know when a forest fire broke out \’\

or about conditions of environment in the park.
Next, we went to the museum which showed us
about the lifestyle of Awaniti tribe, the indigenous B
people in the park. They often made jewelry from :
pine cones, or baskets with tiny weaving. At last, we
went to the Tunnel View where we can see the whole
park. There we could view Half Dome, El Capitan,



a huge wall of rock, and Bridal veil fall, which splashes as if it is a wedding dress. These

were very beautiful.

On the third day, we went back from Yosemite
and went Stamford University, which is the
greatest University in west America. We
interviewed about the image of Japanese people
or life in America. At first, people generally
refused to answer our interview so we nearly gave
. up. But we found a man who answers our

questions. We were impressed to talk in English.

2 We could interview many people. We will make a

presentation about it in the science forum in March.

Also, we went to the NASA visitor center. We could look
inside a space ship and learn about the result of study
in space. We watched a movie about the origin of space.
It was hard to understand because it was in English but
we felt magnificence of the universe.

We left NASA visitor center
and took the bus to Intel
Museum. Intel is a large container of silicon chips used for

- Where do wr xme from?

computers. They had a large ingot of silicon, which weighs

about 120 kg. Two of our members tried “Bunny Suits” on.

5 R B Those who work at factories wear this suit in order not to let
dusts or bacteria stick to chips.

On the fourth day, we first visited AGU, American
Geophysical Union. At first we met professor
Yokoyama from the University of Tokyo. He
introduced us to the research of Ms. Sato, a student
from University of Tokyo Graduate School. Then we
' walked around the poster section on our own and
asked questions. We learned about in various kinds
of fields there.

At last, we went to a big museum called the Academy of Science. By thus time we were



used to listening to English words a little and a guide
i man spoke to us in plain English. So, we could
understand almost all of his explanation. In the
planetarium, we watched the video about an ecosystem
and the cycle of water. It was a lifelike and powerful
1mage. In the exhibition room of rain forest, there were
many butterflies and birds in the room. We could see
them near to us. And, there were an aquarium
underground. We could see many exhibitions about the

sea around the world. And we could see a white crocodile.

That night, we went to an Italian restaurant in

downtown Sun Francisco and ate meat sauce pasta,
chicken and cheesecake. It was hard for us to finish off them because it was a huge meal
and we were stuffed! But we enjoyed taking last into the night on this trip. When we ate
miso soup with an in-flight meal in return airplane, which taste made us shed tears. It
was hard for us to take heavy and hearty meals in America. So, Japanese food looks more

attractive for us after this trip.

Through this study trip, we had many experiences. We have seen many things that we
had not ever seen just in our country, Japan. We would like to do good all over the world,
making full use of this experience, and thinking over a variety of things from a global
perspective.
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