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Hello, everyone. We went to America from December 14th to 19th and learned a
lot of things there. We have three purposes. First, throughout science, we learn

language and interact with scientists and researchers. Second, we think about
the history of the earth and environmental issue in the vast America nature.
Next, high school students cooperate with college students and we develop
international programs.

<1st day &2nd day>
We visited the Yosemite National Park first.
The rock there is made up of granite, but
there are many rocks brought from
surrounding mountains by glaciers. So, we
could see various minerals.

There are a lot of beautiful scenery in the
Yosemite National Park. For example, El
Capitan, Half Dome, and Yosemite Fall. El
Capital is the biggest monolith granite in the world. Half Dome’s left side was
shaved by glaciers, so it was named “Half Dome”. Yosemite Fall is the biggest
fall in this park. When we got near the upper
part, we got wet with the spray, so we felt
comfortable. And about four-hundred and
fifty kinds of wildlife live in this park. We
could see coyotes, squirrels and bears.

We could consider the environmental
problems like air pollution and global

warming in this park.

<3rd day>

In San Francisco, we went to San Francisco state university. There are as many
as thirty thousand people and many shops. We heard about American education,
then we found there is independent schools in America. There, it is possible to get
a license as a high school graduate.

After we left San Francisco State University, we visited the California
Academy of Sciences, a museum where we can explore an aquarium, a
planetarium, and learn about human history and natural history under one
living roof. There were various exhibitions, animals that are living in Africa, the




evolution of the life and so on. At the area of the Earthquake, there was an
exhibition on the great earthquake in east Japan. We joined the tour named
“Behind-The-Scenes Aquarium Tour”. At first we visited the Philippines Coral
Reef and California Coast. Next we :

went behind the aquarium. Then
we saw the place where they clean
water, where they make foods for
animals, where living things grow
and where they cure the animals of
1llness or injury. When we entered
the room for the management of
water, a large machine made a lot
of noise. After the tour, we visited
“RAIN-FOREST” where they reconstructed the tropical rain-forest. Many
beautiful butterfly and colorful birds were flying over our heads. The

temperature and humidity were so high. To save the environment, the entrance
and the exit were locked by two doors. The museum had many interesting

exhibitions.

After we left the museum, we arrived at HOLIDAY INN CIVIC CENTER,
where we stayed.
<4th day> _
Last day, we went to AGU. AGU is &5 V
the most celebrated academic meeting [~ = ‘
of geophysics. N1 s i
The AGU’s hall was separated into
some booths: tectonics, space science,
geoscience, magnetics and so on. There
were many posters about experiments,
and many scientists and university
students discussed them. Of course
there were Japanese too. Seeing scientists discussing, I became to want to talk
with them in English. I tried asking one of the scientists a question about Titan,
which is a satellite of Saturn. But it was difficult for me to understand what he
said.
A graduate student, Ms. Hirabayashi, who guided us told us that trying to talk to
foreigners in English is the best way to develop the English skills. The English
skills are necessary when I become a scientist, so I thought I must study English
more.
At AGU, we could learn the latest science. All of them were very interesting.
This experience encouraged me. I think I must make every effort. Someday I




want to go to AGU again and discuss my experiment with other scientists.

We went to NASA Ames Center. There were a test cockpit, real spacesuits and
one-third size of space shuttle. In test cockpit, we were explained by staff about
the way to operate and life in space. Y
We thought space life is very interesting
and wonderful. Then we tried sitting on
cockpit. We can experience flight
simulation in it.

This experience is very valuable. We had
a very good time.

We went to Intel, which is the most

famous company of semiconductor industry in the world and learned the history

of Intel.

When Intel was found, the craft persons carved the semiconductor memories

without machine. The most surprising thing for me was Japanese company had

consisted of the project to make calculation

machine, although Japan was a developing

country around 1960s.

".'..:‘;‘:‘“;‘:.«‘R’:Z etk ‘ : At last, we give you a witticism. “Don’t
ad B ® be encumbered by history. Go off and do

' ’ something wonderful.”

This is said by Robert Noyce a founder of

Intel.
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