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<On the first day>

We went to Yosemite National Park and did fieldwork. The park is located
in west of California, Sierra Nevada Mountains.
Yosemite Valley is U-shaped valley moved of glaciers.
There are rocks called Half Dome and El Capitan,
and waterfalls called Bridal Fall. John Muir took a
chance to protect Yosemite. And he 1s the most
famous historical person in California.

<On the second day>
Mr. Pete, a guide in Yosemite, led us around the park. He told us a lot of

Interesting stories about Yosemite.
One is about mysterious bubbles. Some creeks ran through the park and

cakes of tiny white bubbles like detergent were floating on the creek.

According to Mr. Pete, surprisingly, these bubbles were created by nature!
When a storm comes, a flood is caused and it

mixes dead leaves on the ground. The skins of ¥

the leaves are shaved by water and it becomes

strange white bubbles. So these organic bubbles

are clean and not sticky. Mr. Pete applied the

bubbles to his beard like shaving cream to make

us laugh.

Another story he told was about forest fires.
In Yosemite, just like other places, forest fires are extinguished by firefighters
as soon as it occurs. But this might not be only good for the forest, he said.



" When a forest fire occurs and the trees are burned, they
stop making sap which preventing insects. So then
Insects come to bite the trunks of the trees, and then
woodpeckers come to eat the insects. Thus, after a forest
fire, the burned trees become a woodpeckers' cafeteria.
Forest fires are necessary for the animals living in the
forest.

In the afternoon, we said "good bye" to Mr. Pete and
went to a museum in the park. We learned about

animals in Yosemite, John Muir, lifestyles of the Native
American, and other interesting things.

<On the third day>

At first, We arrived at theNASA Ames Research Center before knows it. The
building was small because the role of NASA has been decreasing today. In the
building, there was a big model of the Space Shuttle. It was just like the real
thing. These days, space food has been developing. For example, Japanese
cakes or ramen. Besides, there were rock from the moon and several kinds of
space suits. Although the visit was very short, we felt the awesomeness of the
technology.

The next was Intel. It was established in 1968 by Robert Noyce. Robert
Noyce is one of Intel’s founding partners. He 1nvented the integrated circuit

and had a big influence on the computer
industry. Sincel1968, it has been following the
frontiers of computers. The building was refined
and modern. Year by year, quite big computer
had become smaller and smaller. It showed the
power of Intel. If it were not for this company,
what would it be in the future?

After lunch, we visited California Academy of Sciences. It was renovated in
2008. Inside the big rounded dome, there were many kinds of tropical creatures.
A vividness frog, no colored crocodile and others. There were many rare
displays that we had never seen in Japan. Multi-colored butterflies and birds
were flying freely. We appreciated the world view as if we were in a tropical
zone. As well, we could see a planetarium and an aquarium. Both of them were



clear and charmed us. By the way, we noticed
one thing, In America, the museums provide us
the chance to feel displays by all our five senses.
For example, there were exhibitions where we
experienced an earthquake’s shock and electric %
eel. They gave us a different kind of interests &

rather than just looking.

<On the fourth day>

This day had a lot of highlights. First, we visited the American Geophysical
Union (AGU). It is one of the biggest conferences in the field of geophysics all
TR

over the world. Many scientists and students

- gather to share and learn. We mainly looked at the
" poster presentations and asked about the research.
There were many foreign residents as far as the
eye could see (In the USA, we were foreign
residents.). We had to speak and listen English.
Although some of the research was too difficult for
us to understand, we asked some easy questions. Some Japanese Universities
showed their research, too. We could ask in Japanese and of course we have
understood perfectly. We found that we should brush up our English as soon

as possible. We want to announce our research someday at the AGU.

Next was our exchange visit to De Anza High School. The Shimada club
(Japanese culture researching club) students led us all around the school. It
was amazing because there were 15 basketball courts, 2 ballparks, 2 soccer
courts, and a training gym and so on. This school was rich in facility.

After that, we observed a chemistry class. We found some different things.
First, every teacher has their own class. Students must go to take the class.
Second, they do not the same contents. In
the USA, many schools have a grade
skipping system. Each person can learn |
their own pace. But this style may cause a |
huge gap. Third, some students go to school
by their own cars. More than 16-year-old
students can get car license. After school,

some students stayed to interact with us.



We announced some presentations. Probably they understood what we said.
We communicated with them. They showed us the tennis ball collecting
machine. They wanted to improve it. They also interested in Japanese anime,
so we were getting along very well. During that time, we could feel the typical
American atmosphere.

Lastly, we visited the University of California, Berkeley. We visited Prof.
Kondolf’s laboratory. They are trying to build eco-friendly cities. Mr. Ari
Frink, involved in master’s program, explained to us about their research.
They used a computer simulation to predict the 7
damage from possible disaster. That is how they 5%
examine how and where to construct building.
There was also some experimental device outside
on campus. When a flood happens, the bypass near
the river will set water free from stream. This idea
1s very clever. The wuniversity 1s indeed a

prestigious school.

<EFERFE>

BRCRITDERORZEDRRARHMHITRN >Z, AGUTIIEEBTOILEVE

BE. ZECOII2A T —Y3VDOEEMZRUL,

* BATRESNDBDERRT —ILANEL. ENDTFOMEBEDT T DIFESS
NENT, EERRERICIEOIZ.

* AGUTHRSBEN SEF SOITHRBLCHDTEIN, Do r<TETERNIT,

« WHTBIMNITT O TERNIED, RVDEERICIS OIS,

s BATRESNBNWABRZZSCENTE. CTCEREULCHHEICE SIZ,

* RZOAFBESEH LN ERDD SN 22D AGUDIRIBOSRE EDEFBTHE
BICRENICT v LY ITEDRNHEEES O

* BOTREDZERZRUDCLET, KOBZFOEE « BLWAERZ, BOD SEEHIC
BECE(HELCIIA T —Y3VEEDTENTER,

* RFEBE U CEREDHRE LR TEE. XU NBREBOFTEIOICZN TRLD
CENTE, BEORPSZDDTRELL,

- BAZZHNICRDICENTE, BODEFNLEEDXEDKDEFEICE DI,

cHWEBNIIATT—Y3VY—ITHIEND—BZERD CTEXCEL, mADEL.

@ <EmN'bnd, SENTE TR TCERRDREN TEDCEEERUL, /




